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» A democracy is a political system in which the 
supreme power lies in a body of citizens who 
can elect people to represent them.

» The Athenians had a direct democracy.
˃ Citizens gathered together and voted for their leaders, laws and 

policies.

» The Romans had a republic.
˃ Citizens voted for leaders to represent them.

˃ They introduced “rule of law”, the idea that laws apply equally to 
all citizens.



» Thomas Aquinas wrote that some laws 
were a part of human nature.
˃ He also claimed natural law gave people 

certain rights that governments should 

not take away.

» Thomas Hobbes argued that an absolute 
monarchy was the best form of 
government.
˃ He believed that people needed

government to direct them.



» John Locke argued that people are born with natural rights.
˃ He claimed the purpose of government was to 

protect people’s natural rights.

˃ He said governments are based on a social contract 

or an agreement between rulers and the people.

» Charles de Montesquieu claimed England’s government was 
best because it had a separation of powers.
˃ He claimed separation of powers kept governments 

from abusing natural rights.



»The Magna Carta or “Great Charter” 
was signed in the year 1215.

» It was a document that limited the 
powers of the English King.

» It also guaranteed certain rights for 
the Nobles of England.



» The House of Burgesses was founded in 
Jamestown, Virginia in 1619.
˃ It was the first Representative body in the English colonies.

˃ Representatives were chosen to vote on laws and policies 
for the colony.  

˃ The Representatives were called Burgesses.  They met 
together in the House of Burgesses.

˃ It served as a model for other colonial legislatures.



» The Mayflower Compact was signed in 1620.

˃ It was an example of self-rule or self government 
in the colonies.

+ It was also an example of representative 
government as the colonists elected their 
leaders.

˃ It was written by the Pilgrims before leaving their ship.

˃ Every family had to agree to sign and abide by the Compact.  



» The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut was 
the first written constitution in the British 
colonies.

» It was written in 1639.

» It limited the powers of the colonial 
government.
˃ Any powers not given to the colony were given to the towns.



» The English Bill of Rights was 
passed in 1689.

» It expanded the Magna Carta by 
extending protected rights to all 
English citizens.

» It gave England’s Parliament more 
power than the King.

» It protected the right to a trial by 
jury and outlawed cruel and 
unusual punishment.


